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UNLESS all signs fail, the next few months are to see the center of the world war shifted

abruptly to the Balkans. Just a year ago Germany, victorious in all but the final moment

of her Russian campaign, and having driven the Slavs back from the Carpathians and the Vis¬
tula to the Dwina and the Styr, was preparing for her great "push" to Constantinople. To¬

day the allied effort is clearly concentrated upon an attempt to undo the work of Mackensen a

year ago.
It essential to perceive that this campaign, even if the allies derive the maximum of profit from

it, will not win the war or exercise a decisive military influence upon the other fields, although its

moral influence and its political consequences may be considerable. Take as a fair parallel Grant's
campaign for Yicksburg, which aimed at separating the Confederacy into two parts by taking and

holding the Mississippi line. The allies arc operating for the possession of the Vienna-Constanti¬
nople railroad in the same fashion.

Not a Decisive Move.
Grant'? victory cut off the southern

states -west of the river from the bulk
of the Confederacy. A successful ul-
l'.erl campaign will separate Turkey
from the central states and. Incidental¬
ly. crush Bulgaria. Vicksburg did not
er.d the civil war; it played only a

comparatively minor part in subse¬
quent events, but it was an essential
step. In opening the great river to
the north and closing it to the south
it rendered very great service. But if
this may be compared to he conse¬

quences of opening the straits to the
Russian and allied fleets it will be
seen that the Balkan campaign is ac-

;>»:»!!> more important than that along
the Mississippi.

\V< see with absolute clarity that
the first objective of the allies is to cut
the Vienna-t onstantinople railroad and
isolate the Turk. We perceive with
similar clarity that this is but the
first step in opening the Dardanelles
and the Bosporus. When this is done
:* 11 the problems of Russian munition-
ment will disappear and both Russia
r-ini Rumania will immediately profit
by obtaining the allied markets for
oeir wheat, oil and other products.
Not until this is accomplished will
Russia be actually delivered from the
situation into which the Turk's en¬

trance into the war placed her.

Gave Munitions to Turkey.
Now. the allies have tried and failed,

both by fleet and army, to force the
Da-danelles. Their failure was not ab¬
solute until the Germans, forcing their
way through Serbia, reached Stamboul
and were thus able to open a route for
German munitions between Essen and
the Sea of Marmora. Until that mo¬
ment mere lack of ammunition had
several times placed the Turk in dead¬
ly peril. But if the road is closed again
the peril in some measure will be re¬
newed. And when this happens the
new attack will not be aimed prima¬
rily at Gallipoli, but at Chatalja, at the
base of the peninsula on which Con¬
stantinople stands, along the front
where the Bulgarians were checked in
1913. through the lack of heavy artil¬
lery. and because of the support the
Turks derived from their warships.

In a word, the purpose of the allies
is to cut the Vienna-Constantinople
railroad first, thus isolating Turkey,
then to attack Constantinople and Gal¬
lipoli from the land, not the water side,
and. given their superiority of artil¬
lery and munitions, to force the event¬
ual capitulation of the Osmanli forts
that command the two gates to the

Sea of Marmora, the Dardanelles and
the Bosporus. Beside these two pur¬
poses. the third, the liberation of Ser¬
bia. is relatively minor, although it
will result naturally from the realiza¬
tion of the first two. And even the
conquest of Bulgaria and the cutting
of the railroad are subordinate to the
main purpose, which is opening the
straits.

Able to Squeeze Bulgaria.
Until Rumania entered the war the

allied situation was unpromising, be¬
cause the allies were able to operate
on only one front.that In Macedonia
above Saloniki. Here their superiority,
in numbers and guns was neutralized
by the narrowness of the front and
the extreme difficulty of the country,
due to its mountainous character,
which gave the Bulgarians a great ad¬
vantage and enabled them, reinforced
by a few Austrian and German brigades,
to hold back great number»*with little
real difficulty. At all times there had
been grave doubt in the minds of mili-
tary observers as to whether the
Saloniki army could force the valley
of the Vardar and get back into the
valley of the Morava in Serbia.
But once Rumania came in the allies

obtained a new and wide front on
which to attack Bulgaria and Russian
armies to make the attack.

Demands Two New Armies.
The Bulgarians are now between two

millstones, between the French. British.
Italian. Russian and Serb troops op-
eratirig from Saloniki and the Russian
and Rumanian troops operating in the
Dobrudja and along the Danube.
Hitherto the whole Bulgarian army has
been able to cover Saloniki; hence-1
forth it must be divided, unless Ger¬
many, Austria and Turkey can furnish
troops to defend northern Bulgaria. In
a word, the new situation in the Bal¬
kans has made a demand for a new
Austro-Gertnan army of very consider-
able size at the precise moment when
the invasion of Transylvania has pro¬
duced a similar demand, this time from
Budapest and not, from Sofia. These
demands coincide with other demands
they coincide with the need for fresh
troops to defend Lemberg against the
steadily advancing Russian armies and
the claim on German reserves to re¬
place the heavy losses that are being
occasioned by the Anglo-French attack
on the Somme. Finally, the Italian op-
erations about Gorizia are calling for
greater and greater attention from
Austria.
Now. it is interesting to note that

this situation is emphasized in recent
rumors that come from Berlin. Falken-
hayn, says one report, recognized the
Balkan situation, believed that the con¬
verging attack upon Bulgaria would

succeed, and a/Ivised th* German em-

j»eror to abandbn the Balkan campaign
land shorten his lines east and west to
meet the growing dangers incident to
such a wide extension of front. For
this, we are asked to believe that Fal-
kenliayn was removed. This last Is
pretty farfetched; the failure of Ver¬
dun is enough to warrant the removal
of the chief of staff, who was respon-
jsible for it. But there is interesting
material in the rumor itself. It serves
to indicate how the Bulgarian problem
weighs upon the German mind.

Bulgars Heavily Outnumbered.
With two thrusts directed at the

.vital railroad, what numbers have the
Bulgarians and their allies available to
meet them? The Bulgarians themselves

[cannot have above 300,000, and this is a

high figure, regard being had for their
'-normous losses in the two previous
Balkan wars and their considerable
losses in the contests of the present
war. But the combined allied army,
[extending from the Adriatic to the
Aegean, from Valona to Saloniki, is
hardly less than 750,000 strong. Ob-
viously, the Bulgar army would not be
able to do more than attend to this
department of the total task of the cen-
tral powers in the Balkans.
Actually there are a number of Ger-

man and Austrian regiments in the
Macedonian line, and it is fair to esti-
mate that they number 100,000, thus
leaving 100.U00 Bulgars for service in
the north. Until recently this northern
army was supported by many Turkish
divisions, quartered along the Black sea
and held against the chance that Russia
would attempt to invade Bulgaria from
the sea. But most of these have been
drawn off to help the Austrians, and we
hear reports of their presence about
Halicz and north along the Zlota I,ipa.
As the Russians and Rumanians will

probably be able to put from 300.000 to
500.000 troops on the Dobrudja front, it
is clear that there must be a very large
contribution made by the Germans and
the Austrians. At the very least four or
five corps must be sent to support the
troops of the Czar Ferdinand, unless
there is another Turkish army avail¬
able. But v. e know that the Turks have
been using very considerable numbers
in the severe fighting both in Armenia
and in Mesopotamia, and we know that
their losses have been great, their de¬
feats heavy and that Russian advance
in this quarter still holds the Turks to
their work.

Bulgaria Vital to Germany.
On the other hand, there is no ques-

tion as to what the Germans must do.
Bulgaria is vital to the whole German
idea. If Bulgaria Is conquered the road
to the near east is cut. If Bulgaria is
threatened with defeat and conquest

"THE ALLIED MILLSTONE."

there Is not the smallest question as to
what she will do, for there Is a. wmry
strong Russophile party In the country,
and having experienced one
centlv. In whcih Bulgaria had to bear
the attacks of four nations, single hand¬
ed. there will be no disposition on the
part of the people to wait for the last
ditch or the forlorn hope.
If the Russians and Rumanians make

any real progress in Bulgarian terri¬
tory in the next few weeks, if Ger¬
many and Austria and Turkey are not
able to prove that they can defend Bul¬
garia at the frontier, then it will be
time to watch for a change in Bulgarian
alignment. Moreover, the moment the
Russo-Rumanian pressure in the Bul-
gar lands north of the main Balkan
chain begins to be heavy the Bulga¬
rians are bound to Insist upon the with¬
drawal of Buigar troops from Mace¬
donia, Just as the Hungarians are
clamoring for the withdrawal of the
Honveds from Russia and the Balkans
at the present moment when the Ru¬
manians are Invading Transylvania.Such a withdrawal would enable
Sarrail to move up from Saloniki with
his great army toward Nish, along the
Belgrade-Saloniki railroad, and if he
were able to get to Nish the Vienna-
Constantinople railroad would be cut
and both Bulgaria and Turkey isolated
from Germany and Austria, because the
line of the Danube has already passedunder Rumanian guns.

Turkey Needs Railroad.
Nor is the demand of the Turks for

the defense of the life line binding them
to their allies likely to be less insist¬
ent than that of the Bulgars. If the
Germans are ever again shut out of
the Balkans the fate of the Osmanll is
sealed, so far as Constantinople Is con¬cerned, and he realises this perfectly.He can hardly hope to make much of
a bargain with his enemies now, but heis sure to begin to make the best bar¬
gain he can the moment that all hopeon the other side begins to vanish. Andthere is a strong Turkish element inConstantinople hostile to Enver and hisGerman alliance.
We have, then, in the Balkan crisis,

an excellent barometer of the largersituation. We have had a summer of
allied offensive operations, a summer
in which there has not been one consid¬
erable German effort to seize the ini¬
tiative. In this time there have been
ever recurring demands for German re¬
inforcements following close upon the
terrible depletion of Ger/nan reserves
before Verdun and the considerable loss
of Austrian reserves in the Trentine of¬
fensive that had to be abandoned.
Galicia and Volhynia have been grave¬yards of Austrian masses, and not less
than 400,000 Austrian prisoners have
been taken on this front and the
Italian.
Today Berlin is listening to demands

for reinforcements from Vienna (these
are asked to save Lemberg); similar
demands are addressed to Berlin from
Budapest to save Transylvania. Ohter
like demands come from Sofia and from
Constantinople. Alongside these ap¬
peals lie the reports from the west
front setting forth the casualty lists
due to the Anglo-French offensives
along the Somme. Conceivably Ger¬
many has still the reserves to answer
all these demands, but there Is no sign
of it that she has disclosed In recent
events. Not even with Turk divisions
has she been able to check Brusslloff's
drive toward I^emberg. Tfte Rumanian
armies continue to flow through Tran¬
sylvania practically unopposed. Ger¬
man counter attacks In Picardy have
as Joffre recently told a friend of
mine, "lost their bite."
Here la a situation that answers

quite accurately to the diagnosis as¬
cribed to Faikenhayn. Here is a situ¬
ation which would seem to require im¬
mediate shortening of the lines. But
where"* And to shorten the lines in
France will have Instant political ef¬
fect in Sofia aid Constantinople. Na¬
poleon had j i' .- the same problem in
1813. and he could not persuade him¬
self to shorten his lines in Germany,
although he had. perforce, to shorten
his lines in the Spanish peninsula, and
his troops ultimately were driven out
of Spain altogether. Even more sig¬
nificant to the Buigar would be the
surrender of the present eastern front,
a retreat to the Niemer. ar.d the Bug or
the Vistula

_ .The considerations that Influenced
Rumania to enter the conflict.that is.
the facts as the Rumanian statesmen
saw them as to the Austro-German
outlook.will receive the closest scru¬
tiny in Bulgaria, and the_ continued de¬
cline of German prospects will lnfallt-
blv lead lo the desertion of Bulgaria,
while she can still make terms; and
there is no mistaking the fact that
terms are available. Adrianople and
Thrace, perhaps Greek Ravala and
Drama, to which Constantino has per-
mined Buigar armies to advance the
east bank of the Vardar from "V eleB
to Guevgheli.these are inducements
that the Bulgars could have for chang¬
ing their allegiance.

Expected a Quick Victory.
It must be remembered, then, that the

political and the military circum¬
stances inarch hand in hand in the
Balkans. Not even Constantine can

keep his people neutral when it be-
comes a little clearer, if it does, that
allied success is assured. Greek en¬
trance would add 250.000 men to allied
armies. It would be a new burden for
the German to bear, lor only
could find new troops. It would be an
added Incentive to the Buigar to
don a losing cause. The Buigar is not
in the war because of any f_ondliess of
the Buigar for the Teuton. He enlisted
because he expected a German \ ictory,
and a quick victory. He decided Ger-
m^n" could give him Macedonia afterSie campaign. He has got M»ce«a
but there is no sign of an end of the
campaign and some doubt as to the per^

minn7heynef*?Vwadays and weeks two
things are to be watched.the Sarrail
army at Saloniki. the Russo-Rumanlan
army In the Dobrudja The advance of
the latter will draw off troops from the
front of the former and Sarralls armyIs sure to move. It may move up the
Vardar vallev toward Skoplle and Nish,
it may move east along the shore of the
Aegean toward Saloniki and Constan¬tinople. If the Greeks enlist, their
armv will surely be sent this way to
conquer the seaboard r«K °,n' * hl<=h
they hoped to keep in 19,13'h^Yt~gions between the Mesta and the Marlt
za which are peopled by Greeks mian-

or were before the Balkan wars.

Forecasts German Strategy.
Meantime the Russo-Rumanlan army.

If It la able tf> progress at all, will
either move loiith along the shore of
the Black sea. taking Varna and Bur¬
gas and turning the Balkan mountain*,
or it will move west along the Danube,
aiming at Bofla. In either case Its com¬
munications will be assured by sea or
by the Danube. We may guess that
this army will not get very far before
there will be political disturbances In
Bulgaria and possibly a very complete
change in Bulgarian alignment. But
we must assume also that in the very
nature of the case Germany will make
every effort to check the advance, for
political rather than military reasons.
If she can bring enough troops to this
front and win a sufficiently complete
success she will take the pressure oft
the Hungarians and compel the Ruma¬
nians to recall their troops from Tran-
sylvanla to defend Bucharest and the
Dobrudia. The first German opera¬tions about Tutracan and Sllistrla fore-
cast just such a strategy.
Once more, as a year ago at this time,Bulgaria holds the center of the stage.It Is safe to assume that she will not

desert her allies as long as she feels
that they have an even chance of vic¬
tory, because she will have to give up
most of her Serbian conquests. If Ru¬
mania were defeated she might count
on taking all the Rumanian seacoast,
and she owes Rumania a lesson for the
Incidents of 1913. Finally, the Buigar
dream of hegemony in the Balkans,
realizable in a measure If the central
powers retain their hold in the penin¬
sula, will disappear If the allies win
and Bulgaria *111 be smaller than Ru¬
mania or Serbia. She may even be
smaller than Greece, if Greece gets on
the winning side in time.
But if Bulgaria deserts or Is con¬

quered then the collapse of the Austro-
German Influence in the Balkans and
in the near east will be Inftant and the
fa'l of Constantinople will not long be
delayed. Incidentally the liberation of
Serbia will be prompt and the gap In
the circle of flre and steel about the
central powers, opened by Mackensen a
year ago, will be closed. The war has
seen few more dramatic moments than
the present and few more Interesting
campaigns than that which is now
opening In the Balkans. I

GERMANS MAY STRIVE TO OVERRUNRUMANIA,
CHANCES OF GAINBEINGREDUCED ELSEWHERE;
BIG EVENTS ARE EXPECTED IN THE BALKANS

French and British Make Tre¬
mendously Important Cap¬
tures on Western Front.

KAISER'S FORCES SOON
MAY RETIRE GENERALLY

Bnssians Continue Their Effort To¬
ward Lemberg.Italians Score

Against the Amtrians.

BY OLIVES OWEK KUHJJ.
Thrilled u have been the capitals

of entente nations by the tremendous
successes scored on the western battle
front, where each day finds Teutonic re¬
sistance a little weaker; happy as they
hare been over the successes registered
In Macedonia by Franco-British forces,
ably backed up by large armies of Ser¬
bians and Italians; contented as they
are over advances registered In other
arenas of war, their happiness has been
tinctured with anxiety as to Immediate
German plans of carrying on the war.

It Is not to be understood that entente
officialdom or the wisest military lead¬
ers of the allies have in the slightest
degree minimized their task of lifting
the yoke of Prussian militarism, which
has affected the welfare and destinies
of practically every great European
power. They well know that although
the Germans may now be on the defen¬
sive In practically every great arena

of war, this does not by any odds mean
that the situation always will remain
thus if they do not utilize every mental,
physical and military process. No less
personages than President Polncare of
trance, Premier Brland and Gen. Bru-
slloff, commander of the Russian
armies, have during the past few days
cautioned against too great optimism on
the part of the people of the entente
nations, but neither of these men has

jwerved from the Idea that the entente
eventually will emerge from the fear¬
fully bloody struggle victorious.

*
* *

Such apprehensions as have arisen in
the minds of entente nations during the

week possibly
Leaders of Allies' are due to a

Foes in Conference, fT!*' con'er"
ence of Ger-

manic leaders. The kaiser. Field Mar¬
shal von Hlndenburg. Chancellor von

Bethmann-Hollweg, First Q. M. Gen.
von I.udendorf, Archduke Charles, rep-'
resenting Austria-Hungary; King Ferdi¬
nand and the crown prince, representing
Bulgaria, and Enver Pasha, the Turk¬
ish minister of war. participated. That
the future course of the armies repre¬
senting these nations was determined
at this conference and that aims and
aspirations as to the immediate future
were discussed goes without question,
else why was such a conference called'

2western front the Germans
have wasted tens of thousands of lives

s?M'ers in fruitless counter at-
,in recent weeks has a sin-
importance been registered

while on the other hand the allies have
been slowly gnawing into the German
positions daily until now the Teutons
occupy anything but a.i enviable posi¬
tion on this front from Belgium to the

a &ersmd r?T 'i' m»y b<> expected that
a ferand Teutonic offensive in the fac«

apparently recognized allied supo-

j n an ThS. "n0t a- Part of the Germanic
? h? Russ'ans not only have been
able to advance, but have withstood the

fh-ama?nP0SS',bIe Grmanic Pr "ssure on
th*3 main eastern front during recent
weeks In light of the fact that"Rus-
the l7rl n"f° 'on*pr retreat because of

,i
°- arms and adequately trained

soldiers In sufficient numbers, it isbe-
l.eved the Germans will not here af-
tempt an offensive of anv proportions
necessary as it undoubtedly v&uld be
,V,.w r,V ',nt° the battle countless thou¬
sands of troops.those necessary in other
as important quarters.to gain appre
clable success at any one point
But with less expenditure of enertrv

and men Germany has a chance ^o
achieve successes of the character she
gained earlier in the war when she
overran Belgium, Serbia and Mace-

Jdonia. That chance lies in the direction
of Rumania, where even though her
armies may be strictly up to the min¬
ute and her courage of the greatest

tinfe natlon wl" have a difficult
time defending herself against the

kftif » Teutonic. Bulgarian and Tur¬
kish arms, unless her allies render yeo-

wm k"8","',?". That this assistance

nevee K T,,ng. and that Germany
never will be able to realize her amhi
tions in this direction is the conAden J
belief of Rumania's allies and already
f.y^are brir>8ing pressure to bear

which may within the course of the
next few weeks thoroughly convince
the Germans, Bulgars and Turks that
their plans are hopeless. However
thoroughly co-ordinated procedure on
-the part of the Teutonic allies, should
the Germans in aViywise be able to hold
their lines reasonably firm In the west
[and the east while their armies of ag¬
gression are moving against Rumania
may bring the gravest trouble to the
entente and indefinitely prolong the
life of the war.

*
* *

Turkey*®, and. In fact, Bulgaria's, par¬
ticipation in the present war on the be-

* half of Ger-

Dreams of Future many Un-

JTow Are Endangered. *.

through the attractive proposals from
Berlin of a great group of nation*
which should rule the whole Balkan
peninsula and the regions of the near

east. But with the participation of
Rumania in the struggle this dream of
future domination has been gravely
endangered. Since Bulgaria entered
the war the allies have amassed great
armies on the Macedonian front, forces
which in themselves now offer addi¬
tional grave menace to not only Bul¬

garia, but Turkey as well. It Is to

be expected that each of these na¬

tions.and It Is absolutely known in
the case of Turkey.again has brought
pressure to bear upon the central pow¬
ers to relieve. If possible, by some
scheme of co-ordinated military en¬
deavor the present danger. It la be¬
lieved almost certain that the confer¬
ence in which King Ferdinand, the
crown prince of Bulgaria, as well as

Enver Pasha, the dictator and back¬
bone of the present Turkish govern¬
ment. participated, framed plans look¬
ing to striking endeavors to not only
cripple the military might of Rumania,
but arrest any possible chance of the'
allies striking Into Bulgaria from
Macedonia and toward Turkey.
Undoubtedly Rumania has not reached

that state of military perfection where
her most powerful blows can be struok
in any direction. Russian assistance,
while being given, nevertheless has not
reached the point where It la of the

freatest. The allies on the Mace-
onlan front atlll are far, geographical¬

ly speaking, from being In position to
directly prevent a blow from falling
upon Rumania, and as a consequence
of all this allied concern as to immedi¬
ate developments In the Balkans is
more or less well grounded.

*
* * i

The preset moment finds belligerent
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armies squaring: away for what may¬
be the ^supreme

Squaring- Away for ^est throu&houl
the Balkan re-

Supreme Test, gions. Expedition
of military efforts in all directions in

1 this arena undoubtedly is certain with-
In the course of the next ten days. And
to the swiftest will fall the greatest
proportion of immediate glories, for
with such reinforcements as Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey
are sure to rush into the fray, the

belligerent armies will be of similar
strength.
While the Bulgarians and Germans

are declared to have captured in the
neighborhood of 10,000 square kilo¬
meters of ground in the Dobrudja re¬

gion from the Rumanians and the Rus¬
sians. the Rumanian invasion of Tran¬
sylvania continues successfully, mate¬
rial gains having been registered. The
Austrians admit retirement to the
north of Orsova on the Danube, in the
regions of Gyergyo and Olah Toplitza.
Vienna reports the transfer of Gen.
Pflanzer-Baltin, the Austrian command¬
er of the forces operating in this re¬

gion, which is tantamount to ouster
for failure to hold the enemy. On the
southern end of the Transylvanian
front the Germans have reinforced the
Austrians and that there the weight of
their numbers has been effective is in¬
dicated by the fact that the Rumanians
have been slower to progress in this
section than previously.in fact, Vienna
records the repulse of Rumanian forces
at one point.
The Dobrudja situation offers much

ground for speculation in view of the
conflicting reports which have emanat¬
ed from Bucharest, Sofia and Berlin.
Unquestionably Field Marshal von
Mackensen, who is accredited with the
leadership In this section, has scored
noteworthy successes in that territory,
wrested from Bulgaria during the latest
Balkan war. Silistria, which is on the
southern banks of the Danube, has been
captured, as has Tutrakan. The seizure
of these two fortified points gives the
Bulgars and Germans good bases for
future operations. It would appears
however, that but little progress has
been scored by von Mackensen nearer
the Black sea coast. Russians are de¬
clared to have retaken the Dobric from
the enemy.

*
* *

Dispatches from allied sources declare
that the Russians are attacking the

Bulgarian
port of Varna
from land and
sea. This

Germans and Bulgars
May Be in a Trap.

point lies far south of the purported
Bulgar-German battle line in Dobrudja.
Unless the German claims of having
completely overrun Dobrudja are in¬
accurate, and the Russians have been
able to push their way down the Black
sea coast. It is plainly evident that the
Slavs have been able to land troops
from transports under the fire of their
Black sea fleet. In this case, if these
forces are of consequence, the Bulgar¬
ian and Germanic line lies between two
Russian armies in that section nearest
the Black sea. Retirement toward the
west would be absolutely necessary
If these forces are to escape both front
and rear attacks from the enemy.

It 1b more reasonable to believe, how¬
ever, that von Mackensen never would
allow his forces to get in such a trap
and that the Germans and Bulgarians
are chiefly operating toward the Danube
to the west. Should they continue their
operations in this section they offer a
menace to Bucharest and if it is true
that the Teutonic war council decided
that an attempt should be made to
overrun Rumania the blow probably
ould fall from- tills- direction or across

the Danube in that section of Rumania
nearest Orsova.
Although theBulgarians have further

invaded Grecian Macedonia and now
hold the port of Kavala, the tide of war
is fast turning in favor of the allies,
who are engaged in severe fighting
over practically the whole of the 110-
jmile Macedonian front. The Bulgarians
are declared to be slowly falling back
under the weight of enemy pressure.
(Most oftthe gains registered by them in
the I.aWR Ostrovo section of Grecian
Macedonia already has been offset by

I the Serbian successes. The armies of
King Peter have achieved more strik-

jing advantages against the Bulgarians
than the forces of any other nation
joperating in this section. After a series
of battles lasting ni^ht and day during
the greater part of the week the Bul¬
garians are declared to have fallen*back
more than twelve miles and it is de¬
clared that the Serbians are pushing
fast toward Fiorina, one of the first
points taken by the Bulgars when they
began their invasion of Greece. Kas-
toria has been given up by the Bulgars.
it is claimed. Further to the east the
Italians are declared to have registered
some successes, but these evidently
have not been great, as Bulgaria offi¬
cially reports several reverses for Ital¬
ian arms in the direction of Butkova
and Dzuma. The French immediately
to the east, who are holding down the
center of the line on both sides of the
river Vardar, have penetrated Bulga¬
rian positions over two miles of front
to the depth of Several hundreds of
yards. To the eastward the British are
subjecting the Bulgarian positions to
tremendous pressure and although the
British crossed the Struma river early
in the week in the direction of Seres,
they are reported to have retired after
having inflicted extremely heavy losses
on the enemy. No reason for the re¬
tirement of the British at this point of
the Macedonian front has been official¬
ly advanced, but as the Vardar river
route Into Bulgaria and to Serbia is
declared to be the least subject to
military hazard, it is possible that Che
British effort was simply a diversion,
its chief object being to draw laree
Bulgarian forces in that direction, with
the possibility also of testing the
strength of Bulgarian forces along this
one of the main avenues into Bulgaria.

?
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It Is to be expected that there will be
but slight checks of allied effort along

the Macedonian
Allies Expected to front from the

_ present time on
Press Effort. if any, unless win¬

ter weather conditions preclude exten¬

sive offensive. The allies undoubt¬
edly will do everything within their

power to press immediately into Bul¬
garia within the next few weeks In
order that the Bulgarians will be
forced to lessen their pressure on Ru¬
mania. Furthermore, an allied Inva¬
sion of Bulgaria is sure to cause great¬
er discontent among the Bulgarian peo¬
ple. for the effect of such successes
Bulgaria has gained or will achieve in
the present struggle may largely be
offset and the people either demand
cessation of the war or see their coun¬
try completely overrun by entente ar¬

mies.
Having as it does a direct bearing on

the eventual settlement of the Issues
which have arisen in the Balkan coun¬
tries as the result of the war, the Gre¬
cian muddle and the likelihood of this
country abandoning its neutrality and
entering the conflict has aroused much
interest in recent days.

It would appear that the whole Ore-
clan government Is floundering around
at the present juncture and that Its fu¬
ture course is in doubt, but notwith¬
standing the fact that the rigid censor¬
ship has veiled many of the facts re¬
garding recent developments, one can
be taken for granted. The entente
power* WUI permit Gr%*ce to taka no

To the Swift Will Fall Chief Im¬
mediate Successes in
Southeast Regions.

ALLIES PRESS AHEAD
ON MACEDONIA FRONT

Transylvanlc Invasion Continue*.
Teutons and Bulbars Advance.

Further In Dobrudja.

other step than toward their side, and
no matter what Kins Constantly ptr-
sonally may desire to do. he Is h<-lple
in the face of threatened rebellion and
entente domination. Greece will either
aid the allies or Greece will he benevo¬
lently neutral toward this group of na¬
tions.
Should the government at any time

aee fit to take open sides with tier-
many the whole Hellenic kingdom
would become a seething cauldron of
revolt. Kins Constanline never could
successfully lead a Greek army against
the allies, for such a force would ba
opposed by another of the same na¬
tionality or an allied army would deal
with the king and his follower*, while
this army of Grecian revolutionist*
would be utilized in the conflict beinc
waged against their hated rivals. the
Bulgarians.
l'remler 7.aimis and his pto-Gernian

ministry have stepped down M Dlmi-
tracopolus. who from the lime the «..r
started, has been pro-ally, was nsked
to form another cabinet. He demanded
that he have full power over all Grecian
foreign policies. The allies wished to
oontrol these policies Consequently,
when he saw that he could not have full
sway, even though he might Join the
entente side, M. Dimltracopolus refus¬
ed to act. It Is declared that M. Yem-
zelos now may be chosen by the king,
or at least he may he given th<> pnt-
follo of war. In either case almost Im¬
mediate participation on the side of the
entente would result.
It Is reported that the allies have

absolutely refused to make any offers
of territorial awards to Greece in
she aids them, having withdrawn such
tenders as were made some months
The allies, however, will equip and
munition the Greek army and let luiuw
events decide Just what reward. If any.
Greece should have. This doubt un¬
doubtedly has delayed Greece's open
espousal of the entente cause

*
. *

The Germans on the west front ap¬
parently are unable to regain positions

wrested from
Allies Still Gain on them' and, futhastilyWestern Front. strengthened
by the French and British during the
course of action, while the allied forces
are dally storming the most formidable
works erected by the Teutons. This fact
must be weighed carefully when one

considers the present situation. Not¬
withstanding the fact that the Germans
are declared to have a million men

fighting along the Bomme, they liave
been unable to hold the Franco-BrltUU
warriors during the past week Tne- j

million of men have been flung repeat¬
edly. Into the Jaws of allied suns wit"
the hope of reconquering lost grounu.
but today finds the French and British
closer to their two chief objectives,
Teronne and Bapaume. These facta in-

I dicate that the Germans have lost what
thev once deemed their impregnab
positions, and now must wage a nev.
hrand of warfare, thai in more open
country The day of long-drawn-out
trench fighting has passed ln-so-far as
the Somme region is concerned. Not
since the fighting started have combat¬ing armies been forced to contest so
bitterly in comparatively open tern-
tory Developments of the past few
days would Indicate that the allies now
have a preponderance of men and muni¬
tions and general equipment for the
struggle.

^
. *

In view of the fact that they have
lost their main defensive polnta and

are being rap-

Great Retirement ^ckrar8dhe0*
Seems in Prospect. the plateaulike

country between Teronne and Bapaume,
a great retirement of Germans in these
regions Is lively in order that the Teu¬
tonic line may be straightened and pos¬
sibly greater defensive powers achieved.
Present German lines are strained to

the breaking point and an allied brea .

through would be Infinitely more its-
astrous than retreat.
The armies of Gen. Foch *l°ne prom-

ise to force such a ret'".en,h f°r
lng the past seven days tney nava
Bushed east of Bouchavesnes, reachedfh« outskirts of Rancourt and flank

Kw-sflar'i raftggmJCkPeronn*-Bapaume main hifehwaj.wni

riOUSwhne^9rGBeuTaandoCrnTu ti,;
PaHs-Ulle raUroradKwhlch also hj.aS t«L-by..usS

SSSSrSsg&SrS5# thA French, would wirrmt .?tr«.irhtenln* out of German lin«»- Tb«

Bapiune *55

have P"ahe<l" "n 0f which tiertlnpulch and Flera. ai^o ^ ^ pftJtfew'days reci.t.red galns of mor.Jhan

Bapaume.

. *

On the Verdun front the Oermana

Effort at Verdun. aocordin« to

Paris The fact that the Oermana re¬

cently have transferred great foroeli of
men from the Verdun front to the

Somme would Indicate that they have

up hoTve of selling thla fortress,
which has proved auch a stumbling
block to Teutonic aaplraUona uid
which has cost the Uvea of countleu
1 TheT^U°n."ereport^to^T.^d.rZ'y i^j°i2o<000° to^'be "sMit to
down tta batUe llne tn Ala»oe. Fort.-

also will send 40.000 more and^ .!ui ma nlaced at the most advan-

fVont the French will be able to with¬
draw' many troops from th®"°nr**-.ri^mt in those aectlona whera

^i*niinu«l on Sli>t FajaJ


